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Foreword 
Honoring Walter Feit’s 60th Birthday 
This issue of the Journal of Algebra and the next are dedicated to the 
journal’s Editor-in-Chief, Walter Feit, on the occasion of his 60th birthday. 
The editorial board for these special issues consisted of myself, Harvey 
Blau, Roger Howe, Nathan Jacobson, and Ronald Solomon. All contribu- 
tions were invited. The editorial board and the following individuals 
suggested names of potential contributors: 
Maurice Auslander 
J. A. Green 
Daniel Gorenstein 
George Seligman 
J.-P. Serre 
John Thompson 
Jaques Tits 
The response to our invitations has been overwhelming-I would even 
describe it as “intense.” The two issues together contain over 40 papers by 
more than 50 authors on group representations, simple groups, groups of 
Lie type, combinatorics, number theory, and Galois theory. These are all 
areas to which Walter Feit has contributed significantly. Indeed, the inten- 
sity of the response itself testifies to Walter’s stature as a symbol and a 
leader in a truly epochal period in the development of mathematics. 
It is a pleasure to thank the staff of Academic Press for their coopera- 
tion, and to thank Julie Riddleberger of my own department at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia for her expertise in corresponding with authors. 
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